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AUGUST EVENTS 

Meeting: 	 August 8,2000 Tuesday . 7:00 p.m. 
Veterans Memorial Building 
1351 Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa 
Dining Room-East side of building 

Speaker: 	 Ernie Katler 
Orchids, Cannibals & Medicine in Papua, New Guinea 

Opportunity Table: 	 H&RNursery 

Plant Sales Volunteers: Tony Mininno Alison Bies John Dermengian 
(plan to be there at 6:30) 

Refreshments: Jim Butts An Duong Eva Georgiev 
Michelle Sundina Lillian Smith Lisa Bathke 
Cindy Brown Cathy Johnson 

Open Greenhouse: August 20,2000 Sunday 11:00-4:00 p.m. 
Frank and Judy Carney 



II I, AUGUST SPEAKER 

The August speaker will be Ernie Katler from Pinole speaking on "Orchids, Cannibals and Medi­
cine in Papua, New Guinea". Dr. Katler has been growing orchids since he purchased his first Cattleya in 
the Village in New York City in 1974 after his tour with the U.S.Army. He joined the Greater New York 
Orchid Society and learned about orchids from its members, Carl Withner, Ann and Phil Jessup and of 
course, the Kuhns of J & L Orchids and their three "employees", the Angels (Cordelia, Margarette and 
Lucinda). He grew plants on trays in his apartment overlooking the East River. He started collecting on a 
trip to Peru and the Amazon in 1976 and then on a trek in Nepal in 1978. He moved back to California in 
1979 bringing 3 suitcases ofclothing, two cases ofbooks and 12 boxes or orchids! Since then, he has con­
tinued to grow orchids, mostly species, in his two greenhouses in Kensington, CA. He went on a collect­
ing trip with Cordelia from J & L to Ecuador in 1980 and when he got married in 1985, he and the love of 
his life, Ann, went to New Guinea for their honeymoon, the subject ofour talk. His last trip was to Borneo 
in 1995. In addition to orchids, Ernie breeds Uromastyx lizards, raises poison arrow frogs, salt water fish, 
and dabbles in Bonsai. He is in solo practice as a Rheumatologist in Pinole (north ofBerkeley). 

You may join the speaker for dinner at 5:15 p.rn. at Kirin's restaurant, 2700 Yulupa Ave. in Santa 
Rosa Please call Bud Lockwood 769-1223 by Monday, August 7 for reservations. 

Opportunity Table 

The Opportunity Table will be provided by H & R Nursery. 

Skill Session 

There will not be a skill session this meeting. 

Open Greenhouse 

Frank and Judy Carney will host an Open Greenhouse on Sunday, August 20. See the Upcoming 
events section for details. 

Bark Delivery 
Those who ordered bark and did not pick it up at the potting party need to call Earl Rathbun (528­
1671) concerning delivery. Part of the original order is currently back-ordered. 

SCOS July Board Meeting Summary 
Actions by the Board-July Reviewed and approved the minutes ofthe previous meeting. 

Discussed the upcoming budget meeting. 
Heard the vice-presidents report. 
Approved the mailing of the new roster to members separate from the 
newsletter. 
Announced the Christmas Party chairperson-Patty Connick. 
Discussed possible improvements to Show and Tell. 
Discussed the need for Skill Sessions at each meeting. 
Reviewed plans for the Potting Party. 

Next Board Meeting: August 17,2000 at 7:30 p.m. at the Rathbun's 



I Meet Your Fellow Members I 

Marilyn Barquero, co-chair of the Plant Sales committee, was born 

and raised in San Francisco. She met her husband, Gil, through mutual 
friends in the city. Gil came to the U.S. from Costa Rico to play soccer. Gil 
proposed to Marilyn in a letter while serving in the Army in Korea! They 
have been married for 39 years. They moved to Petaluma in 1971 where they 
raised their three SODS. 

Marilyn joined the Society after attending one of the Spring Shows 
that was held at Coddingtown. Her mother had grown cymbidiums and 
Marilyn tried to grow them but kept killing them. At the show she was so im­
pressed with how friendly and helpful everyone was, especially Shiz Sugi­
oka, that she joined the Society. After her husband retired, he offered to build 
her a greenhouse which she has enjoyed. It is 12' x 14; and she grows mostly 
cattleyas, vandas, paphs, and phrags. She is also learning to grow milto­
niopsis! 

Marilyn has just recently retired from her business, Barquero Ceram­
ics. Many of us have owned one of Marilyn's products but didn't know it. 
Her business produced the wonderful painted Victorian House Cookie Jars 
that are sold in many places around the Bay Area. Retirement gives her more 
time to travel with Gil. 

Lucille and Ken Battison are co-chair of the Opportunity Table. 
They purchased their first orchid, a phalaenopsis, in Hawaii about ten 
years ago. Each trip to Hawaii they would buy another one as the previ­
ous ones all died. Three years ago they came to the Spring Show and 
joined the Society so they could learn bow to keep their orchids alive. 
They grow their orchids in an area off their kitchen. They grow pha­
laenopsis and paphs. 

Lucille grew up in Petaluma and Ken in Willits. Lucille was an 
Optometric Assistant and Ken was a nuclear inspector at Mare Island, 
first in the Navy and then as a civilian. Ken has one son and Lucille 
has one son and two daughters. They each were widowed and met 
through their church. They have been married for 15 years. 

Ken also loves to garden and Lucille loves to sew, quilt (!) and 
do other crafts. They both love to travel. 

~ey both find the Society a very open, friendly group. They 
felt very welcome as new members. They have enjoyed learning about 
orchids together. 

********************************************** 


********************************************** 


: POTTING PARTY THANK YOU'S : 
: To Christian Tonsberg for hosting the event. : 
; To Jim Kennedy, Dale Martin, and Earl Rathbun for dividing the com­
* munity pots the Society purchased. 

:
* 

: To Ron Ehlers for the mounting demonstration. : 
: To Kathy Hile for cymbidium divisions. 
* To Kate Burroughs for obtaining and transporting the bark. 

:
* 

; To Earl Rathbun for co-ordinating the bark sale. : 
: To everyone who brought snacks to share, helped set up/clean up. : 

* * 



UPCOMING EVENTSII II 

OPEN GREENHOUSE 

Sunday August 20 11:00-4:00 p.m. 
Frank and Judy Carney will host an Open Greenhouse at their home on Sunday, August 20 from 11 :00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.rn. They are located at 1292 San Jose Way in Petaluma Directions: Hwy 101 take the Lakeville 
Highway-Napa Exit. This is Hwy 116 (it is the first exit after East Washington ifyou are going south on 
Hwy 101). Turn left on Lakeville. Left on Baywood. Right on St. Francis (stop sign). Left on San Jose 
Way. A map will be available at the August meeting. 
************************************************************************************* 

ANNUAL BARBEQUE and AUCTION 
September 24 Sunday 

Each year, in September, the Society has it's annual Barbeque and Auction. This year again it will be held 
at the home ofMitch and Gail McAlpin in Healdsburg. The Society will provide the meat to be barbequed 
and members bring saladslbreadldesserts/appetizers to share. The Society purchases special orchids to 
auction in a live auction and members bring plants to sell in a silent auction. A sign-up sheet will start go­
ing around at the August meeting. 
************************************************************************************** 

MEMORY WALK 
October 7 Saturday 8:30 a.m. Spring Lake 

The Alzheimer's Association, North Bay Chapter has scheduled a Memory Walk at Spring Lake to raise 
money needed to provide services for Alzheimer's patients and families. Rick Gooding (573-1210) would 
be happy to give you information about walking in this fund raiser or would be happy to accept your dona­
tion to this worthy cause. Rick is a member ofthe Steering Committee for this event. . 

******************************************
* ~~~ *
*To John Dermengian for donating the A.O.S. Resource Almanac to our library. * ** To Richard Grundy and Jamei Haswell for hosting our July speaker for 2 nights. ***To Jim Hamilton and Ron Ehlers for entertaining our July speaker on Tuesday. * 
****************************************** 


Welcome New Members 
Chris Ramstad & Jen Stoll DeLisa and John Leighton 
539 W. Sierra Ave. #29 32 Mariners Circle 
Cotat4 CA 94931 San Rafael, CA 94903 
707-792-6207 415-492-9734 delisal@aol.com 

SONOMA COUNTY ORCHID SOCIETY 
The Sonoma County Orchid Society meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month. Plant sales begin at 6:45 

p.m. and ends when the speaker begins hWher presentation. The Society provides an opportunity for any 
member to sell plants or material (with a 20% commission to the Society). A reminder.to all members that any 
plant material offered for sale at the Society meeting, must be run through the Society. Pre-arranged pick-up of 
plants or materials is OK and does not have to go through the Society. Plant owners assume all risk and re­
sponsibility for their property. Your members binder has additional information. 

The skill session, when scheduled is held from 7:10 to 7:25 p.rn. at the front ofthe room. 
Announcements followed by Show and Tell begin at 7:30 p.m. The speaker will begin after Show and 

Tell (approximately 8:00 p.m.). Refreshments and opportunity plant drawings occur after the speaker's lecture. 

mailto:delisal@aol.com


Library Books Overdue 
Mike Effmger The Paphiopedilum Growers Manual 
Patty Oka The Wild Orchids ofCalifornia 
Deborah Paris Orchids for the Outdoor Garden 
Susan Fletcher Orchid Photography 
Lauren Halling Plants from Test Tubes 
Lauren Halling Cool Flowering Orchids Throughout the Year 
Please remember to have someone else return your books if you are unable to tum them in your­
self. Books are checked out for one month only. 

Help Wanted!!!!!! 
Rick Gooding needs a co-chair to help with refreshments. Please call him at 584-1252. This 
would involve helping to set up/ take down the refreshments on the tables at the Veteran's Building 
for our meetings. As many ofyou have noticed Rick has done a wonderful job at our meetings but 
he really could use some helpers. 

Happy August Birthdays 
John Hopper (8-5) Thomas May (8-9) Susan Hamilton (8-15) Eugene Baldi (8-16) 
Deborah Large (8-23) Laura Wilson (8-30) 
Please notify us if your birthday is not on the list. Some members missed this line on tbe renewal 
Form. 

BoanJ ofDirectors 
President Jim Kennedy 823-1582 
Vice President Bud Lockwood 769-1223 
Secretary Becky Jackson 584-1386 
Treasurer Jim Hamilton 876-3496 
Membership Secretary Ursula Lancaster 568-1223 
Newsletter Editors Kathy & Earl Rathbun 528-1671 
Past President Mitch Mc Alpin 431-0940 
Director Ways & Means Tony Mininno 874-2200 
Director Meetings Rick Gooding 584-1252 
Committee Chairpersons 
Greeter Jim Butts 763-1606 
Librarian Josie Lee 526-5239 

Penny Martin 823-0420 
Opportunity Table LuciUelKen Battison 762-4002 
Plant Sales Mariano Hopkins 829-1043 

Marilyn Barquero 763-8820 
Refreshments Rick Gooding 854-1252 
SetUp Jim Butts 763-1606 
Spring Show Alison Bies 795-9775 
Holiday Party Patty Connick 538-4245 
Bus Trip Barbara/John Hopper 833-2078 
Newsletter Articles 
If you have an announcement, thank you, an article you would like in the newsletter you can contact us by phone at 528­
1671 (home) or 523-2530 (work) by mail at 1920 Grace Drive, Santa Rosa CA 95404, by tax 528-4065 or e-mail at 
rathbun@sonic.net Deadline for submission of items for the next Orchid News is the 20th of the month. 

mailto:rathbun@sonic.net
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